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FOR THE ATTENTION OF DCRP
Options paper: Storage – Modification to Existing
Distribution Code Documentation
Foreword:
It was agreed by the DCRP that the exclusion of storage, from the existing DCode documents should be removed to mirror the recent code changes to the Grid Code. The resultant modification to EREC G98, EEC G99 and the DCode are now ready for formal consultation.  Alongside this the DNOs have been preparing a significant number of changes to G98 and G99 based primarily on feedback from the DER Technical Forum and which are predicted to be ready for consultation by mid-December.
Background:
The explicit inclusion of storage in the Grid Code (GC0096) was approved by Ofgem, 20th May 2020. As a result of this decision it was agreed to mirror these changes in the Distribution Code.
A DCRP Working Group representing stakeholders from across the industry was formed to discuss the approach to removing the storage exclusions. Draft copies of G98, G99 and the DCode were drawn up with input from the members and are included as part of the consultation documentation. It was noted by the WG that the implications for Electric Vehicles operating in vehicle to grid mode would fall within the scope of the proposed modification.  This has been emphasised in the draft consultation paper.
The draft consultation paper outlines the changes to the DCode, G98 and G99, emphasising the implications for Vehicle to Grid operation. To help respondents understand the implications an appendix within the consultation pack includes proposed updated flow diagram and application form for electric vehicles and heat pumps.  The flow diagram and application form are current documents in use by the DNOs, but do not form part of the formal Distribution Code documentation set.
Consultation Intentions Overview:
It is intended that the revised G98 and G99 will include the full storage requirements, but those currently excluded requirements will be included in appendices such that exclusions cease to apply to new storage connections made after September 2022.  This will provide a grace period after which storage will need to comply with the full requirements of G98 / G99.
As outline above, the storage modifications have come to maturity coincidentally with the modifications to G98 and G99 arising from stakeholder and DER Technical Forum feedback.  Clearly this raises the question about the timing and overlap of the two modifications and their respective consultations.
Options
1: Storage Modification Consultation with the Housekeeping Modification Consultation in Parallel
Public consultation for Storage, G98 and G99 (Storage Exclusions removed) would be issued at same time as a separate consultation paper on the G98 and G99 Housekeeping Modifications.
2: Storage Modification Consultation issued in December 2020 with the Housekeeping Modifications Consultation issues in early 2021
	Removal of Storage Exclusions from DCode Documents

	Options
	Positives
	Drawbacks
	Predicted Timeline

	1
	Both consultations assessed in parallel
Simultaneous stakeholders provide feedback on each paper.
Potentially minimizes the overall timeline to implementation.
	To fully understand the implications it is necessary to compare the draft legal text side by side.
An increased burden on stakeholders reviewing both sets of changes simultaneously.
Discussion will be needed with Ofgem about how to present the legal text changes from two separate consultations simultaneously (assuming that both modifications are integrated into one document for Ofgem’s approval)
	It is predicted this option may result in the housekeeping modifications being ready for approval Q2 of 2021, with the predicted removal date for the exclusions on storage in September 2022.

	2
	Deals with what is arguably the most time-critical modification first.  
Allows relevant stakeholders to focus on the issues.
Simple administration with separate FMRs submitted to Ofgem.
	Delays the housekeeping modification (although most of these are already agreed in principle and documented by the DER Technical forum).

	This option will have the storage paper going to consultation December 2020, with the housekeeping mods going out early 2021, with the predicted removal date for the exclusions on storage in September 2022.


Public consultation on storage, G98, G99 (Storage Exclusions removed) would be issued mid-December with a separate consultation re G98 G99 housekeeping modifications issued in early 2021, incorporating the storage mods as an appendix to be dropped in 2022.

Other Considerations:
DCRP is asked to note that there are likely to be further changes to G98 and G99: i) associated with the ongoing review of the G99 Fast Track process, and ii) associated with a harmonisation of the energy sources / conversion technologies to co-ordinate with changes to the Embedded Capacity Register.  Regarding the Embedded Capacity Register changes these are not yet fully developed, but should be available in early January and therefore could be included in a housekeeping consultation issues in the timeframe set out for Option 2.
Recommendation
The DNOs, having considered the co-incidence of these two modifications propose that Option 1 is followed.  
The DCRP is invited to review the issue and endorse the DNOs’ recommendation.
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